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Making expert forensic decision-making
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the field.

A reversible action buys options.

An irreversible action spends them.
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WHAT EVIDENCE FIRST IS

The decision before the tool.

Evidence First is a decision-oriented field guide for digital evidence
first response and forensic acquisition.

It starts from the state actually observed, compares realistic
alternatives, and makes the evidentiary consequences of intervention
explicit before an action changes the device, the accessible state, or
the options still available.

It is not an encyclopedic forensic manual, an artifact catalog, a
command cheat sheet, or a tool-specific handbook.

THE OPERATIONAL QUESTION

What can I preserve? What can I lose? What
footprint will I introduce? How reversible is
the choice?
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THE EVIDENCE FIRST METHOD

One method. Ten questions.

01 SCOPE Define object, authority, limits, and stop/escalation conditions.

02 OBSERVE Record the current observable state before intervention.

03 OPTIONS Identify realistic operational alternatives.

04 GAIN What can the action preserve or obtain?

05 LOSS What can be lost?

06 FOOTPRINT What evidence or state will the action create or change?

07 RISK What evidentiary and operational consequences follow?

08 REVERSIBILITYCan the prior state realistically be reconstructed?

09 DECIDE Choose based on the state actually observed.

10 DOCUMENT Record what was done and why.

A reversible action buys options.

An irreversible action spends them.
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INSIDE VOL. 1

Built for the point of decision.

State-Entry Index
Enter from the condition actually encountered.

Decision Cards
Compare realistic alternatives through GAIN, LOSS, FOOTPRINT, RISK, and
REVERSIBILITY.

Procedure Cards
Use compact procedures where the principal decision is already determined.

State Maps
Visualize state-dependent routing without forcing one universal workflow.

Quick Reference
Retrieve compact supporting information without creating unnecessary decision cards.

Field Forms
Record observations, actions, limitations, handoffs, and decision rationale.
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THE CANONICAL SERIES

One grammar across six domains.

01 Computer
Computer First Response & Forensic Acquisition

02 Mobile Devices
Mobile First Response & Forensic Acquisition

03 Network & Remote Infrastructure
Network First Response & Evidence Collection

04 Cloud & SaaS
Cloud First Response & Evidence Collection

05 Embedded & IoT Devices
Device First Response & Forensic Acquisition

06 Complex Scenes
Cross-Domain First Response & Evidence Coordination

EVIDENCE FIRST — VOL. 1: COMPUTER · FIELD PREVIEW 7



CONTINUE

Evidence First — Vol. 1: Computer
Computer First Response & Forensic Acquisition · 2027 Edition

Preorder / publication information

evidencefirst.guide/vol1

Kindle preorder: https://amzn.eu/d/08CChKmF

Further reading

Digital Forensics: acquisire subito o aspettare?

Prima bisogna capire cosa rischiamo di perdere — Red Hot Cyber (Italian)

redhotcyber.com/post/digital-forensics-acquisire-subito-o-aspettare-

prima-bisogna-capire-cosa-rischiamo-di-perdere/
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